ENGL 390 and 393/S & E
Sentence Types by Bruce Ross Larson*
Shea


Like bones, the direct sentence provides infrastructure.  Write down to the bones in the early stage.  Now, vary the sentence architecture – add meaning and detail -- with these principles:

Direct – one main clause

· The Louisiana governor asked the president to declare a federal emergency.

· National Guard soldiers patrol New Orleans.

· On-the-scene reporters feed news reports continuously.

· Pfiesteria piscicida is a tiny marine organism first identified in the mid 1990s.

Embellished – attach a phrase at front, end, or middle

· After initial confusion, the Louisiana governor asked the president to declare a federal emergency.

· National Guard soldiers patrol New Orleans despite troop shortages.

· On-the-scene reporters -- a controversial media move -- feed news reports continuously.

· Common to Mid Atlantic waterways, Pfiesteria piscicida is a tiny marine organism first identified in the mid 1990s.

Complicated – add comment or a definition with a which clause

· National Guard soldiers patrol New Orleans, which makes some locals feel safer.

· National Guard soldiers patrol New Orleans, which seems ironic since so many Louisiana National Guard Units serve in Iraq.

· On-the-scene reporters feed news reports continuously, which confuse viewers about access to New Orleans.

· Pfiesteria piscicida is a tiny marine organism first identified in the mid 1990s, which can cause fatal disease in many fish species.

Conditioned – adds qualifying detail (often at sentence beginning)

· Although aware of political pressures, the Louisiana governor asked the president to declare a federal emergency. 

· Because of widespread looting, National Guard soldiers patrol New Orleans.

· Despite food and water shortages, on-the-scene reporters feed news reports continuously.

· Although harmful algal blooms date from recorded history, Pfiesteria piscicida is a tiny marine organism first identified in the mid 1990s.

Multiplied – mixes and combines above structures Let’s try one or two.

� Direct sentence underlined here. Let the heart of any sentence be a clear and concise direct sentence.


* See especially, Writing for the Information Age. (2003)
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